The Young Professionals Network went back to school with their new pilot project, High School Career Exploring. Angil Wanner, Professional Development team member shares why she pursued this project, "I wanted to share a personal life experience I had when searching for jobs out of college.  It was never said by anyone in high school or college that you should choose jobs that build experience to match your degree. As I sent out 120 resumes and only received five interviews, I thought to myself, "I wish someone would have told me that!" My hope is to get young people thinking about building job experience so when they graduate they can have a competitive advantage". 
With this thought in hand, Angil put together a game plan of educating high school students on how to gain valuable experience through internships, volunteering, career related jobs and brought the idea to Troy Olson, a teacher at Century High School. After meeting with Mr. Olson and scheduling with two of his marketing classes to present to, a team of volunteers from within the YP Network was assembled. On September 24, 2008, seven young professionals took time out of their day to speak with sophomores, juniors and seniors at Century High School. Each YPer spoke on their unique college and work experiences and shared insight on what worked for them and what they would have done differently after looking back. There was a fair amount of class participation and positive feed back from Mr. Olson, “I wouldn't change of thing! It was very informative and interesting. This is a great way to get our young people thinking about their future.” The most rewarding part for the YPers was the favorable responses on the surveys proving that the students had listened and gotten the message.  An amazing 98% rated the presentation as interesting. 
The Professional Development team plans to continue this project and expand into the other high schools in the Bismarck-Mandan and surrounding rural areas. 
