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Bismarck-Mandan YPN presents career program

By Carla Williams

To show students the full spectrum of how to prepare to enter the workforce, the Bismarck-Mandan Young Professionals Network held a High School Career Pilot Project, entitled “Stepping Up,” on September 24 at Century High School in Bismarck.

According to Angil Wanner, Bismarck-Mandan YPN member and project coordinator, it’s the first time something like this has been attempted in the Bismarck area. Seven YPers helped with the presentation given to approximately 30 marketing students.

 Wanner, who has a Bachelor of Science degree in  Business Administration and a minor in accounting, said the inspiration for the project came from her personal experiences in finding a job when she moved to Bismarck 10 years ago. She had sent out 120 resumes, and landed only five interviews. Thankfully one came with a full-time offer.  
“One of the jobs I applied for was at a local bank. She (the interviewer) honestly told me that I was overqualified to apply for the teller position, yet I didn't have banking experience for the loan officer position,” Wanner explained. “So, I thought to myself, I wish someone would have told me that earlier. No one had mentioned to me in high school or college that I should be building up my work experience to match my degree.”

For the most part, Wanner said the Bismarck-Mandan YPs talked about professional and technical careers. They also discussed how, if the students chose not to attend college, their job experiences would still help them in their future chosen career path.

During the presentation, Wanner said the YP group also reinforced the idea that it’s okay to start at the bottom of a business and use that as a foundation for building experience that would allow them to grow and be promoted within the company.  They also spoke about becoming involved in civic groups/volunteering/mentorships/internships. 
“The YP presenters who came back to North Dakota explained why they chose to, how they became part of the community and gave encouraging words on all the job opportunities there are in North Dakota,” Wanner said. “We spoke about looking for which job markets have lots of opportunities in – especially energy.” 

As for preparing for the program, Wanner said she had spent probably about five hours of prep. time building the agenda, working with presenters and planning and organizing the event with Century High School.  

All in all, Wanner said the presentation was a success, and the future looks bright for YPers to share with other students in this program.

“My intention is to continue presenting to a few more business classes this and next semester,” Wanner said. “I also have future plans of bringing it to the other high schools in Bismarck. I built the agenda in a 50-minute format that is easy to follow, so that any other group or organization can use it as a template. Fifty minutes was the perfect amount of allotted time to keep the students' attention.”
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